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Message from  
Peter Baldwin 
As I write this message there are teams 

of people clearing the „poppy fields‟ 

that have so impressively emerged in 

the moat of the Tower of London.  It 

reminds me of the comradeship we 

have enjoyed in our branch of the Royal Signals Associa-

tion and calls to mind the images of those who are no 

longer with us.  As many will know, I have always tried 

to foster those who have worked in the „Y‟ Service as a 

family and it has always been clear to me that it was a 

welcome direction in which we could usefully move. 

 

I welcome the publication of this newsletter, so lovingly 

done by those who contribute to it, and I hope that there 

will always be someone who is there to carry the banner 

for those of us who remain. 

 

Once again, I have to apologise for failing to attend the 

Reunion but I know, from talking to a number of you, 

that you understand.  The ravages of age are such that, 

unlike most things in life, you find difficulty in affecting 

the course of such affliction.  However, your friendship, 

manifested in so many ways, enables me to accept this 

condition and bless the fact that I can still manage most 

things and have pleasure in doing so. 

 

I shall do my utmost to be with you at the next Reunion 

and look forward to it, especially as it is likely to involve 

a trip to Germany.  At present, Gail would not counte-

nance such a potentially disastrous enterprise, but if at all 

possible we will be there!  For the moment, we wish you 

all a Very Happy Christmas and a contented New Year.  

Enjoy the jollifications and spare a moment for friends of 

yours who are no longer with us. 

With best wishes 

Peter Baldwin (Major General) 

December 2014 

This year sees the return of the 
Seasonal Toast brought to us 
by Robbie McCallum 
This is the time of year when we make an effort to get 

together with families and friends and reflect on those 

who are no longer with us.  We think about  

servicemen away from home at this time of the year 

and away from their families and friends.   

 

We also think about Christmases past in Langeleben 

where friendships were formed lasting in some cases 

more than 50 years, yet here were are in our  

association still together still meeting at our reunions 

and keeping in touch with mini reunions both here and 

in Germany.  Our numbers have grown and the ways 

we keep in touch have evolved through the forum, our 

newsletter and even Facebook. 

 

Langeleben has a special place in all of our hearts and 

although the camp is 

gone the spirit still lives 

on.   

 

Please join me in a toast:  

 

“To friends and  

comrades, may as many 

of us as  possible enjoy 

the good health to meet 

again in the coming 

year” 

 

Robbie McCallum 

1968-1972 

 

Editorial note: Our toast will also be on our group 

forum from 23th December to 2 January 2015  

giving you an opportunity to join in with your own  

festive greetings, hope to see you there.  Details on 

how to do this is on the back page… 
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The Forerunners 
Before I‟d left Munster my men-

tor, Staff Sergeant „Jock‟ Cooper, 

had given me a briefing about the 

new place I was going to. He‟d 

been part of a team which, the 

previous year, had scouted North 

Germany for suitable sites. It ap-

peared that one of the attractions 

at Langeleben had been a very 

tall radio tower used by BFBS Cologne. It was hidden deep 

in the forest but was some 400 feet high — the story often 

puts it that it might have been as much as 400 metres, but I 

doubt that.  The theory was that if BFBS could „see‟ for 

many miles, then an Op. perched on the top of such a high 

mast could probably „see‟ for a similar distance. Unfortu-

nately, „boffins‟ they were not! Thus it was that „Jock‟ and 

his small band were persuaded to get themselves to the top of 

this mast and then laboriously haul their equipment up there 

too.  

 

At the top was a steel mesh platform surrounded by a two-bar 

metal fence. Here, they parked themselves on a fairly strong 

table with a couple of folding chairs that had to be lashed to 

the fence for safety‟s sake. In these conditions then, for a few 

days, they worked a shift system up there. 

 

It was very windy and bitterly cold. What was more, it took 

best part of an hour to climb the steel ladders zigzagging up 

inside the mast — and just as long to get down again. Once 

there, they soon discovered that when there was any sort of 

wind at all, the mast swayed strongly — it had been built to 

„flex‟ in any wind after all. And the wind there blew most 

days; so sometimes Magdeburg in the distance was four feet 

above the railing, at other times it was four feet below. And 

when it rained, well everything and everyone got very wet 

indeed. It was not a place to go if you didn‟t have a strong 

stomach. These days „Elf n Safety‟ would have got into the 

act pretty quickly. 

 

In charge of this venture was a major who was fondly called 

the Galloping Major — behind his back. He mucked in al-

right, but sometimes he went just a bit too far to get a laugh. 

Jock claimed that the final straw came when the Galloping 

Major carried a large stone all the way up the tower where he 

wrapped it in a poncho and threw it off. Jock described the 

accompanying scream as very realistic, and when he got to 

this unrecognisable object that had practically buried itself in 

the soggy ground, his heart was in his mouth. 

 

He took the Galloping Major to one side when he eventually 

came down and told him a few home truths. They packed up 

and went on with their search elsewhere the next day. They 

were however able to report that BFBS was strength five day 

and night all the time they were at the top of the mast! 

 

I‟m sorry to have to tell you that „Jock‟ Cooper is no longer 

with us. I was fortunate enough to work with him for much 

of my service and we became great friends. I left him finally 

when I quit in 1972 and I was sad to learn he had passed 

away a short time afterwards. 

Dennis Teesdale 

Jim Hilton and Bill Fry and 
friendly banter 
 
Jim Hilton: “Trying to think of (not up) a story for the 

Listening Post. When I was courting 67/68 a group of us 

went down to Helmstedt on a Friday. Evening in the Gate-

way club and then all down to Helmstedt‟s one and only 

nightclub. One thing it always had was a stripper. A cer-

tain good friend of us both, I shall leave him to own up, 

was asked to stand up and assist the lady out of her dress. 

Blushing like a tomato he did so and, oh! the shame! He 

bust the zip and the dress wouldn't come off ha ha.  Some-

one eventually just got hold of both sides of the zip and 

ripped it open. One of my many enjoyable nights on the 

town, ha ha.” 

 

Bill Fry: “spit it out Jim , it was I” 

 

Eddie Bellerby:  “I've got to put my hands up to this I 

was there as well - locals were not pleased” 

 

Jim Hilton: “46 yrs is a long time to remember  

details” (probably just as well Jim)  
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Remembrance Service - St Mary's in the Elms, Woodhouse. 

Parade. Fine bunch of old men - some older that others!!!! 

The photo shows Tom Neal with the "Y" Services (Garats 

Hay) Branch standard, Gerry Kane with the RSA Loughbor-

ough & District Branch standard, yours truly looking  

relieved, and Ian Scott, who added a touch of class to the  

occasion.  

Thanks for the photograph Peter Ellis. 

Bob White 

Clive Inman 

Message from 
Rod Goddard 
Our committee is already getting 

their Ducks in a Line for next 

year‟s reunion. Our Secretary 

has been doing a great job re-

cruiting new members to our 

distinguished branch. So please 

don‟t forget to contact a Lan-

geleben friend and encourage 

them to attend our Königslutter 

reunion in 2015. Our last get-together was one of the best 

we have had in Loughborough, so we must build on this 

and make the next years even better. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our mem-

bers a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  

 

Vice President 

Rod Goddard. 

In the press... 
Old news now but still of interest: 
This is a clipping from a local newspaper which tells of the 
deteriorating state of the military installation we once  
occupied which was no longer considered to be an attraction 
to the Lappwald Nature Reserve so the decision was made 
to return the area to its natural state.   
 
The text in the article described the order in which the 
buildings were taken down mentioning „dangerous  
substances‟ in the soldier‟s quarters which needed to be  
disposed and which required special procedures to be  
followed, (Ed. Note Ernie Callaghan confirms this was  
asbestos)  
 
The photo shows one of the steel towers being blown up.  

 
Were you there?   
 
 

Personal note from Marlene Brooks 

This year due to the sad passing of my husband Clive who 

you know also served at Langeleben I will not be sending 

Christmas cards this year, I can‟t bring myself to write just 

my name on the card multiple times without his.  So please 

do understand and know that I wish you all a very Happy 

Christmas and New Year.  
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IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a volunteer buddy, 

please do let him know it has been received so we are aware 

you are well and happy to continue to receive it.   

Your reunion (or other) memories are welcomed for our 

next newsletter.  Please send to: 

Marlene Brooks.  167 Fold Croft, Harlow  CM20 1SL 

Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  

Secretary’s  

Report 
Now that the Remembrance Day 

events are behind us, it is clear 

that as far as the British shopping 

public are concerned at the time of 

writing this, Christmas is just 

around the corner.  

 

Our branch continues to be very 

strong indeed and judging by the 

success of this year‟s Loughborough reunion in early Sep-

tember, it is clear that our members thoroughly enjoy our 

reunions, with the chance to meet old comrades and share a 

few old stories over a beer or two. However, let us not be 

too complacent, if you know of any Langeleben veteran who 

is not already a member of the branch, please make another 

effort to get him to sign up. 

 

I have already booked my family in for next year‟s  

Königslutter reunion, which I am confident will be another 

successful event and look forward very much to seeing you 

there. I must mention that Heini Feddeck has been true to 

his word and has arranged with the Königslutter  

Schützenfest committee for us to be given vouchers to  

purchase our own food at the opening night of the  

Schützenfest, instead of attempting the adventurous Fest 

Essen, and I think he deserves a big vote of thanks for  

sorting out this issue. 

 

So I will end this report by wishing everyone a very happy 

Christmas, a prosperous New Year and I look forward to 

seeing you in Königslutter on Friday 28th August for the 

start on our 2015 Reunion. 

Clive Sanders 

 

Geoff (Brummie) Andrews 1963-66, 69-75, 82-87 
sadly died October 2014 

Forum news 
Recently there was a threat of closure of the Langeleben  

forum linked to our website.  The forum contains so much 

information about our past history and also much banter and 

camaraderie between members.  I offered to take over as 

admin and run the project alongside the work I do on our 

newsletter.   Approximately 500 people read our newsletter 

The Listening Post and it occurred to me that you may like 

to come on over to the forum and join.  Obviously we do 

have various Facebook groups which are excellent, but the 

forum has so much to offer and your support is needed there 

too. 

 

The link is: http://langeleben.myfreeforum.org/ 

Or you can simply go to our website and click on the tab 

from there.    

As mentioned on the front page we are reviving the seasonal 

toast this year and trying something a little different in that 

you will be able to join in the toast from the 23rd December 

to the 2nd January.  This will allow those of you who are  

going away for Christmas/New Year to still participate.  You 

will need to be a member of the forum to do this. 

While there, why not have a look round, there are some 

very interesting threads, in particular our history thread.  

We are especially looking for anyone who has some  

interesting Langeleben experiences from the seventies, 

eighties or nineties. 

Marlene Brooks 


