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A chance meeting 
 
In the autumn of 1959 as 
a Spec Op at the  
regiment, I heard tell of 
the „outpost‟ at  
Langeleben which 
sounded more like my 
vision of service should 
be.  Having resisted 
pressure from above to 
forget the idea because 
the place was considered 
as a „backward camp‟ I 
was allowed to go.  The 
arrangement was that I 
travel to Braunschweig 
by train and then be 
picked up and taken to 
Langeleben.  
 
The train got in in the late 
afternoon and I waited, 
fully booted and spurred 
at the station entrance.  
By early evening no sign 
of any transport so with 
the assistance of a 
friendly porter I managed 
to work out the telephone 
system and get in touch 
with the camp.  At about 
20.00 hrs a very cheery guy who introduced himself as 
Jack Hilton turned up in a three ton truck.  He ex-
plained that on the way to Langeleben we were to call 
in at a place called Königslutter and pick up some 
blokes.  On the journey he gleefully informed me that 
he only had five more days to demob and was looking 
forward to going home. 
 
We did pick up a lorry load of lads in Königslutter but 
not before we had spent up until midnight in a local 
hostelry and I was introduced big time to Gala X.  On 
arrival at the camp there was nobody to indicate where 
we should report, there was no bed allocated and I be-
gan to wonder if I should have listened to the advice I 
was given at the regiment.  I slept that night on a spare 
mattress on the MT room floor.  From that time on 
things only got better and I enjoyed every minute of my 
time in Langeleben and also the time I spent on DF 
outposting. 
 
In the spring of 1961 it was time for demob.  By then I 
was fortunate enough to be I/c A watch with a great 
bunch of mates.  I was offered the usual incentives to 
stay and had I not been married I almost certainly 
would have.   
 

Shortly after my arrival home in Blackpool my wife said 
“I mentioned today to one of my customers that you 
have just come back from National Service in  
Germany,” the customer replied that her husband had 
also served in Germany a couple of years ago and it 
would be nice if we met up sometime.  It was arranged 
that we would go to their place one evening for dinner.   
Although my wife had known her customer for quite 
some time she only knew her as Marlene and didn‟t 
know her surname. 
 
They lived quite close by, just a short walk and so on 
the appointed evening I found myself, bottle of wine in 
hand, ringing their doorbell.  I heard a voice within 
shout “I‟ll get that Marl.”  The 
door opened and there before 
me was the jolly Jack Hilton 
who had picked me up on the 
journey to Langeleben. 
 
Obviously we had a great  
evening and we remained firm 
friends until Jack‟s early and 
sudden death in 2000 but 
we are still in touch with his 
wife Marlene. 
 
As a postscript for those who may remember Jack, on 
demob he joined Blackpool police and retired as a ser-
geant in charge of the motorcycle section.  A really 
nice guy. 
Pete Rodgers (Langeleben 1960)  Pete Rodgers 1959 

Jack Hilton 

 
 
 
 
Back row 
left to right    
Graham 
Dyer,  
Ray Driver,  
Ron  
Mason. 
Front row 
left to right    
Alan 
Jewkes  
and  
Baz Wright. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Another 1969 photo from Larry Holmes 
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It’s a Small World 
Last summer I was asked by the out-going Mayor of Chard whether I 
would be willing to take on the role of Mace Bearer to the new Mayor of 
Chard, Cllr. David Bulmer. After some consideration I put my CV forward, 
passed the requisite interview and duly became the town‟s Mace Bearer. 
My first official civic duty was to lead the town‟s Remembrance Day  
parade on Sunday 8th November and during the day I found time to have a 
quick chat with the new Mayor, during which he mentioned that he had 
spent some of his childhood in Germany, where his father was serving 
with the Royal Corps of Signals. I obviously mentioned that I had served 
for some time in Germany and was then quite surprised when he stated 
that he had lived in married quarters in a nice little town called  
Wolfenbüttel. 
 
At this point I naturally asked whether his father had served at  
Langeleben, but David explained that he was only a very young boy at the 
time and couldn‟t recall ever hearing of the place. As I was still suspicious 
that his father had served at Langy, I asked him to pose the question to 
his father. 
 
On our next meeting, for the switch-on of the Christmas Lights in Chard, Dave opened our conversation by  
saying that he had talked to his father, Frank Len Bulmer, who was quite surprised to learn that someone had 
asked about Langeleben. Frank had indeed served there from 1964 to 1967 before being posted to Spandau. 
Frank had ended up as a Corporal in the Corps and was keen for me to find out if anyone in the Langy Reunion 
Assoc. remembered him. I promised to pose the question, so if anyone remembers a Frank Len Bulmer from his 
time in Langy from 1964 to 1967, please drop me an e-mail to whcsanders@hotmail.com and I know Frank 
would be delighted to hear from you. 
By the way, the photograph shows me in my Mace Bearer regalia, standing with the Mayor of Chard in the com-
pany of Princess Elsa from the movie „Frozen‟, when we switched on Chard‟s Christmas Lights for 2015. 
Clive Sanders 

NAAFI Memories 
In 1968 I began my NAAFI training in  
Colchester and „finishing school‟ in Esher 
Surrey where it was decided I was trained 
enough to make a decent cup of tea for 
you lads in my posting to Langeleben in 
February 1969.  Who would have known 
what a life changing posting that would 
become? Although I will always miss my 
soldier boy husband Clive Brooks (RIP) I 
am so grateful that you have allowed me 
to continue to serve you through my work 
with this newsletter. 
Marlene Brooks 

Photo right by Sibylle Behrens 

Marlene Brooks 
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Secretary’s Report 

Our 2016 Reunion is on the horizon! 
As I type-up my latest notes I can hardly control 
my excitement at the thought of meeting all my old 
friends and comrades at this year‟s Reunion and 
AGM in the Link Hotel, Loughborough. Please  
register your intention to attend the reunion as 
soon as possible, so that we can make sure  
everyone has the room of their choice and arrange 
the traditional dinner for the Saturday evening. 
 
Over the last few weeks we have had the sad 
news that several of our brothers-in-arms have 
moved on to the parade ground above, but we still 
have nearly 500 members on the books, so at the 
moment our membership numbers remain high. 
We have, however, been notified by the treasurer 
that we need to raise some funds at this year‟s 
reunion, to keep our finances in good order. I 
therefore intend to be shaking the donation bucket 
loudly at the reunion, for I would dearly like to 
make another substantial donation to the  
Bürgermeister of Königslutter at next year‟s  
reunion. Please make sure you bring along a good 
donation to the reunion. 
 
On the subject of the Bürgermeister of Königslutter, I will be meeting the Bürgermeister in May, when he comes across to 
visit Taunton and I intend to ask his help in securing some raffle prizes from the Avalon Hotel in Königslutter, to help us raise 
funds. 
 
Finally, I am really looking forward to meeting you all again at this year‟s reunion, once again arranged with loving care by 
Dickie Pickup, which I can guarantee will be as successful as all those of recent years.  

Clive Sanders 

IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a  
volunteer buddy, please do let him know it has 
been received so we are aware you are well and 
happy to continue to receive it.  Your memories 
are welcomed for our next newsletter.  Any  
articles already received will appear in future  
copies, we are very grateful to you for sending 
them in.  
Editor 
Marlene Brooks.   
167 Fold Croft, Harlow CM20 1SL 
Or email to: langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 

 

Message from our 
Chairman 
 
At this year's AGM, we shall 
have at least one important de-
cision to make. Hence this prior 
warning, because in 2018 we 
shall be celebrating our  
25th anniversary and our  
committee will need to start 
their planning this year. 
 
I feel that there is only one venue where we can  
celebrate this special event and that is Königslutter. If 
this suggestion is accepted at our AGM, then we shall 
have to decide between one of two options. Have two 
consecutive meetings in Loughborough or two  
consecutive meetings in Königslutter. 
 
I know  you will give this item your careful  
consideration.   
 
I am looking forward to meeting up with all of you in 
September. 
Rod Goddard 

On the subject of the reunion this year, a footnote 
from Gerry Kane: 
Someone has queried whether there was a bus  
service to and from the Link Hotel Loughborough, the 
venue for our reunion this year.  
 
There certainly is, Number 16 Coalville to Loughbor-
ough stops virtually outside, also round the corner in 
Old Ashby Road is stop for Number 127 Shepshed to 
Leicester via Loughborough.  


