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Translation to news clip sent in by 
Ilona Hawxwell  (By Chris Jones) 
This year there was an especially large delegation 
in the town on the Elm. The article then goes on to 
say that we were there for the last weekend in  
August and shown around the Rudolf-Diessel 
School (for handicapped children), we took part in 
the festivities. It also mentioned that the mayor  
welcomed us and  said that even after Brexit we will 
remain friends (that's nice), it goes on to say we 
took part in the Saturday evening bierfest and the 
Sunday march through the town. And that we 
are coming back next year (is that a warning to 

the locals?). 
 
Footnote Just a couple of reactions from the 
lads: 
 
“Mention of a few unpaid beer mat accounts waiting 
to be settled. “ 
Patrick Seymour-Smith 
 
“Just like old times eh?” 
Neil Mapp 
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End of year message from our Secretary 
We are near the end of another busy year! 
 
As ever, the highlight was our 24th reunion in Königslutter attended by 56 
members plus their families or guests. The hotel did us proud and the 
Schützenfest was as enjoyable as ever. A few sore heads the following day 
were noted at breakfast! 
 
Christmas is just around the corner. We still have the 25thanniversary ties 
for sale which are of great quality (100% silk) and very smart. You could 
give some very strong hints to your family or friends that one might make a 
very nice Christmas present!! 
 
As a reminder, the ties are £20.00 plus £1.50 for packaging and postage 
and can be ordered from me (charlie.charlesworth@btinternet.com or 
01423 771935). 
 
We are very much looking forward to our 25th anniversary reunion in 
Königslutter in 2018. The dates for this will be from Friday 24th to Sunday 
26th August inclusive. Please make a note of these dates now if you are 
thinking of coming. All details will be uploaded to the Langeleben Reunion 
website (http://www.langeleben.co.uk) at a later date and you will be noti-
fied via a future edition of the Listening Post. 
 
I would like to extend mine and Jud‟s warmest thoughts and best wishes for 
a Merry Christmas and a very happy and healthy 2018. 
 
Charlie Charlesworth 
Secretary 

Footnote from your newsletter editor 
Next year also marks our newsletter‟s 10th year.  
Ten years ago I had an idea which you all  
embraced of introducing a newsletter for ALL  
members.   
 
Not everyone has access to a computer and rely on 
word of mouth or mail for news.  I put the idea  
forward on our forum and it was discussed and  
approved.  60 Volunteers stepped forward to be 
„buddies‟ and print and post their copy of the  
newsletter to 3 or 4 Members each.   
 
We send electronically to almost 400 members and 
those  interested and many more by post. This has  
dramatically brought down postage costs to the  
association which in turn helps us help others, new 
members have joined, and current news is  
circulated. We owe a huge debt of thanks to those 
„buddies‟ of ours who continue to make this possible.  
 
Please do send us your articles or  details of any 
reunions with your comrades all over the world. My 
details are on the back page.   
Thanks. Happy Christmas.  
Marlene Brooks.  

Royal Signal Association  
50/75 year Badge 
 
I  recently had a request for information about the  
qualification required for the Royal Signals  
Association 50/75 year badges. The qualification 
for these awards has changed in recent months 
making the badges not quite so hard to earn. 
 
The central Royal Signals Association  
Committee may award the 50 or 75 year badge 
when a person has served in a combination of 
Regular Service and/or Reserve Service together 
with paid up membership of the Royal Signals  
Association and/or a branch. Periods of inactivity 
between paid up memberships will not count  
towards the total nor does life membership of the 
Royal Signals Association. The Langeleben  
Reunion is affiliated to the Royal Signals  
Association and, because it is only affiliated,  
membership does NOT apply. 
 
The Central Committee will consider, and if 
thought fit, approve applications signed by the 
RSA Branch  
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Well done Tom! 
 
We all know Tom Neal, our long serving Standard Bearer,  
until he retired just over a year ago.  Tom joined the Royal 
Corps of Signals in August 1955 and retired 22 years later as 
a WO1.  Following his Army Service, Tom joined the RSA 
Loughborough Branch of the Royal Signals Association and 
subsequently both the Birgelen Veterans Branch and the  
Langeleben Reunion Branch.  As Standard Bearer for us and 
for the Royal British Legion 'Y' Service Branch, Tom has  
represented us and his Corps with great pride and dignity at  
various parades and funerals across the country for so many 
years.  It is therefore a great pleasure to congratulate Tom 
most warmly for being presented with Honour Membership of 
the Royal Signals Association.  Brilliant!   
 
Tom received his award at the RSA Loughborough & District 
Branch annual dinner dance on the 18th of November this 
year for 62 years of outstanding service to his Corps.  He was 
presented his award by Caroline Addison, the Royal Signals 
Association Secretary and I have it on good authority that, 
whilst his citation was being read, Tom was heard to mutter: 
'Why me, what have I done?'  Isn't it great when a truly  
modest and thoroughly likeable person receives such an 
award? 
 
Happy Christmas and Merry New Year to all, 

 
Tim Inshaw 
President 

Greetings from our Vice-President 
Big thanks to our committee John Richardson, Charlie and Jud for organising yet another very successful  
reunion in Königslutter, and to all members who made the journey over to Germany. And not forgetting our 
treasurer team of John Rosson and Debra Nicosia, who keep our accounts in order. 
 
As I know some of our members belong to both the Birgelen Veterans Association (BVA) and our Langeleben 
Association, I have some disappointing news. The BVA are planning to  have their final formal reunion in  
September 2018.  It is anticipated that beyond that date, get-togethers will be arranged on a less formal basis. 
From this, all of you can see how vitally important your continued wholehearted support to our organisation is. 
What„s more, without our committed members we could not survive.  We have had a unbelievable 24 years of 
annual celebrations, with our 25th next year. If we 
are to continue to thrive as a club for another 25 
years, some of our younger members must  
become more active in the day to day functions of 
our organisation.  
 
I would like to wish  all our members and their  
families a “ Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and  
Prosperous New Year“.   
 
Vice-President/Chairman 
Rod Goddard. 

Tom and Helen Neal 
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Ancient History of Langeleben 
I am now 81 years old and was a National Serviceman 
"Op. Spec" in the Royal Signals between 1954 and 
1956, serving at; Baghdad Catterick, 10 WTS.,  
Munster, Birgelen and 101 Wireless, Langeleben. 
  

Personally, I was a "C" Setroom Operator and my  
duties were largely concerned with teleprinter activities, 
FSK and Baudot although I could often be dragooned 
into manning a "Task" set for spells of pencil-breaking 
tedium with hand-sent morse. SInce I also had some 
experience of the language employed "over the  
border", I would often sneak over to R/T and locate a bit 
of chat to offload onto an "I" Corps operator more intent 
on passing time reading a copy of "Tit Bits" or 
"Reveille" !! 
  

In my day, a posting to Langeleben was considered as 
"detachment" duties to be concluded at the earliest  
opportunity to get out of a dripping tent and open-air 
toilets to return across North Germany by steam-train to 
the civilised comforts of double-glazing, central heating, 
decent food and a warm bed back at Munster or, (later), 
Birgelen.For those who have read a bit of Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn, you will rapidly deduce that most of us 
considered Langy to be a bit of a Gulag !! 
  

I served there between the Summer of 1955 and May 
1956, when the affable Captain Jim Prescott was the 
C.O. - a lovely chap who ran the place with a  
refreshingly "light hand" and an almost unbelievable 
comradely spirit. 
  

After reading about a "Swimming Pool", "Cinema" and 
a "NAAFI" in the current copy of "The Listening Post", I 
was incredulous!  In my time, such luxury was  
unknown. Our "NAAFI" was a pile of cardboard boxes 
containing packets of "Senior Service" and "Woodbine" 
fags, and Fry's Chocolate and "Bounty" bars stacked in 
the Armoury and our "cinema" was miles away in 
Brunswick at the East Surrey's/South Wales  
Borderers Barracks. 
  

At that time we didn't even have a BATH on the camp 
and, on our day off, we used to pile into a 3 tonner to 
be driven down to the Helmstedt border checkpoint to 
use the Military Police bath-house ! This situation was 
duly remedied when Capt. Jim managed to cadge or 
steal an old cast-iron bath from some bomb-site and 
plumbed it up in the stores. To empty this luxury, one 
merely pulled the plug and the water ran out down the 
open drain beneath the overflow !! With a solitary bath 
between the lot of us, things used to get a bit crowded 
and my personal ploy was to sneak out of the little 
wooden hut employed as "C" setroom at the rear of the 
cookhouse and take a bath at about 0300 hrs. whilst on 
the "Midty" watch !! Strictly against regulations, but 

there were never any officers or senior n.c.o's on camp 
at that time of night ! 
  

The food was truly awful and, without mentioning 
names, it was our proud boast that Rommel had  
personally invested the Iron Cross with Oak Leaf  
cluster on our cook; for wiping out a battallion of  
Australian infantry with one of his bowls of soup outside 
Benghazi !! - he was the only bloke in the Catering 
Corps who could burn water. 
  

During my time, the tents disappeared and we were  
re-housed in a new wooden accommodation block  
running between the M/T. yard and the right-hand  
perimeter fence. This was an enormous advance, with 
adequate central heating, hot and cold water, double-
glazing and individual rooms holding up to about 6 
blokes. The toilets were "upgraded" to "Elsan" chemical 
closets, emptied daily and we even had a couple of 
white enamel urinals !! 
  

The other useful feature was that the floors were cov-
ered in a very durable orange coloured plastic material 
of about 3 mm. thickness, which could be cut out and 
used for re-soling your shoes ! - one of the German  
civvies would undertake this task for a couple of  
packets of Senior Service and the soles were secured 
all round with little wooden pegs - he didn't have a 
stitching machine, but these new soles always stuck 
like the proverbial to a blanket and aroused  
considerable interest when one was on leave in the 
U.K.. 
  

We never had guard duties and these were provided by 
a bunch of Yugoslavian D.P.‟s  from the M.S.O.  
organisation - in scruffy navy blue uniforms, armed with 
a 303 and heavily stocked with Croation plum brandy to 
see them through the small hours.  
 
Our wireless equipment was also a bit long in the tooth, 
but generally considered of better quality than the Brit-
ish equipment being produced at that time. The  
favoured receivers were American; either the R.C.A. 
AR 88D or the older and much-favoured NATIONAL 
HRO with its boxful of coils for complete band coverage 
(Always remember to switch down before changing 
coils to avoid electrocution !!) 
  

For voice reception we had the horrible MARCONI B40 
sets - designed to look like an "Odeon" Cinema facade  
and with more "drifting" qualities than "The Raft of the 
Medusa" !! (One for those possessing a hint of artistic 
culture !!).Our teleprinter gear was good, solid stuff 
made by CREED of Croydon and I could never watch 
the T.V. football results without recalling these "ticking"  
wonders, albeit lacking a Cyrillic printer turret. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Continued from page 4 

 
I was genuinely sorry to leave Langeleben for my  
demob in June 1956 and I still recall the relaxed  
atmosphere and the genuinely comradely cohesion 
between everybody. Indeed, at that time, the Army was 
very fortunate in being able to call on the cheap  
National Service resources of many well-educated and 
technically qualified lads. 
  

One of these was a close mate named "Doc"  
Mainwood who also came from Birmingham and had a 
PhD in Physics - With typical foresight, the M.o.D. had 
called him up and promptly made him our Wireless 
Mechanic. This was not much of a challenge for "Doc" 
who rarely lost his temper with lesser mortals.  
EXCEPT, once at roll-call, the sergeant was reeling off 
our names; "Mainwood" he sang out to receive perfect 
silence! "MAINWOOD" he screamed. and the flustered 
public-school duty officer popped over for a "chat" ! 
The matter was reconciled when "Doc", mindful of 
Queen's Regulations INSISTED upon being addressed 
correctly as "Signalman DOCTOR Mainwood".!! "Doc" 
was ultimately summoned by Capt. Jim after 18 
months to pack his kit and depart, as the A.W.R.E. 
(Atomic Weapons Research Establishment) had  
desperate need of his services on some ballistic rocket 

design and had "spoken" with the Minister of Defence 
to terminate "Doc's" wireless mechanic career !! "Doc" 
was the only bloke whom I ever knew who got out of 
his National Service early !!        
  

Kind Regards. 
  

Rod ("Brum") Courtney. 
  

 

Clive Inman 

Above photo shows 225 Signal Squadron Cross 
Country team of 1971 
 
Far left is Clive Sanders, then Larry Holmes, who 
can name the rest? 

For my sins I am also your forum administrator if 
you have been there lately you will see it has been 

upgraded and posting photos and URLS is now so much easier.  BUT although still restricted to members only 
to read once signed up as a member of the forum, it is now not subject to approval.  I will keep an eye on it to 
ensure no loan sharks or funny business is going on but if you see anything please do let me know so I can 
ban them, thanks.  
If you have a problem with using the new forum please let me know.   Thanks. Marlene 
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IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a  
volunteer buddy, please do let him know it 
has been received so we are aware you are 
well and are also happy to continue to  
receive it. 
Editor 
Marlene Brooks.   
167 Fold Croft, Harlow CM20 1SL 
Telephone : 01279 862960 
Or email to:  
langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 

Committee Members 
President:   Tim Inshaw 
Vice President:  Rodney Goddard 
Chairman:   Rodney Goddard 
Treasurer:   John Rosson 
Secretary:   Charlie and Jud   
   Charlesworth 
Assistant Secretary (UK): Richard Pickup 
Assistant Secretary (DE): John Richardson 
Standard Bearer:   Robbie McCallum 

 
 
 

 
After the three of us on the long standing committee stood down in 
2013 we did so in the hope that a younger element would take over 
and re-invigorate the branch with a fresher modern outlook . This is 
surely what has happened, as is proven by the continued success 
shown at the last  four reunions. New ideas, new younger members 
from the  70's and 80's to replace those of us from the 1950's and 
60's, we now have a committee and membership which will hopefully 
take our unique association forward into the 2020's. 
 
Since I joined the association in 1994 I have made many long lasting 
friendships, those I served with and left behind in the 1950's and 
those made during my time as Secretary of the branch in my 14 year 
tenure. Other than annual reunions we meet up two or three times a 
year on our own mini reunions, just like the monthly gathering that 
meet in York for our northern members. 
 
Our 25th anniversary next year in Germany may well be my last 
overseas posting, age health and economics have caught up with 
me and my ilk. 
 
With this in mind I have the honour of making this year's Christmas and New Year toast. 
 
May you all have a peaceful family Christmas and a New Year that matches all your hopes and expectations in 
these again uncertain times. 
Regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SMITH J B (Taff)  1976-79  Passed away Oct 2017 
PLASKITT John   1967-68  Passed away Jul 2017 
 

News of the loss of a friend  came to us from 
Geoff Lord who said in regard to Raymond  
Northgreaves.  “Sorry to have to pass on the sad 
news that Raymond passed away  23 Oct 2017. 
Many of you will remember Ray from his 225 days 
at Scharf and Langy.  Ray Lived near Leeds and 
had suffered from poor health recently but he was 
a great friend and will be sadly missed by all who 
knew him. RIP. 
 
Ed. Note: Ray was not a member of the  
association but has been included as he was a 
good friend of many of our members and I am 
sure well remembered.  
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