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I'd never heard of 
Langeleben until 
Rod Goddard 
asked me if I 
would like to be-
come the  
President of the 
Langeleben  
Reunion  
Association.  I was 
delighted to accept 
- but felt some-
thing of a fraud as 
my wife, Sally, and 
I arrived for our 
first ever annual 
Reunion in  
Königslutter.   
Under the  
circumstances, I 
thought we might 
feel a bit out of it.  
However, we were 
made very  
welcome by all 
concerned: we  
instantly felt as if 
we were truly 
members and 
were deluged with 
interesting and 
often hilarious  
accounts of what 
went on all those 
years ago.   
 
I was particularly 
struck by the way 
in which this  
Association has 

survived 24 years 
and by the obvious 
comradeship and 
tremendous spirit 
that exists - even 
between those 
who never served 
together in Lan-
geleben at the 
same time.  And of 
course many were 
National Service-
men who were 
only there for a 
year or so.  I can't 
think of any other 
group, or unit-
based association 
that has such a 
special  
connection, both 
with each other 
and with the local 
town.  And it's 
thriving! 
 
Perhaps the key to 
this special,  
unifying spirit lies 
to some extent in 
that it appears - 
from the stories we 
heard - that those 
who never served 
at Langeleben 
clearly thought that 
it must be a dump, 
and even sought 
to use it as some 
form of  

punishment  
posting. They were 
completely  
unaware that 
those who served 
there had a ball!  
In Langeleben, 
you were allowed 
to get on with 
using your skills in 
a vitally important 
role and in a highly 
professional  
working  
atmosphere,  
completely devoid 
of all the more 
wearisome  
aspects of being a 
soldier.  It was a 
small unit, in which 
everyone knew 
each other and it 
had a town 4 miles 
away that was  
entirely your own! 
 
By virtue of its very 
purpose, the  
Association must 
of course end 
some time, but I 
don't see that  
happening for 
many a year....... 
 
Tim  Inshaw 
President 
 

First Impressions 
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MINUTES OF THE 24th ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING ON  

26 AUGUST 2017 
AT KÖNIGSHOF HOTEL,  

KÖNIGSLUTTER 
 
INTRODUCTION AND LAST POST 
The meeting, attended by 54 members, honorary members 
and German guests, was opened at 1100 hrs by the Chair-
man, Rod Goddard. He welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and thanked the Bürgermeister, Herr Alexander Hoppe, for 
being in attendance. 
 
The Chairman then invited the meeting to stand as he read 
out the names of those members who had passed away 
since the last meeting: 
 
Alan Caine 
Peter Todd 
John Gant 
John Plaskitt 
Following the Exhortation, recited by the Chairman, a  
minute’s silence was observed during which the standard 
was lowered by Standard Bearer Robbie McCallum. 
 
APOLOGIES 
The Secretary read out apologies from those who had been 
unable to attend the reunion: 
Derek Fowler, Clive Sanders, Gerry Kane, Dave Street, Bill 
Hogg, Ray Armstrong, Rod Walker and Bob Wells. 
 
MINUTES OF THE 23rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The minutes of the 23rd Annual General Meeting had previ-
ously been circulated on the branch website. Robin Sea-
ward proposed and Jim Husband seconded that the min-
utes were a true reflection of proceedings at that meeting. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
Commemorative Plaque 
A plaque had been added to the Branch Bench at the  
National Memorial Arboretum to commemorate the late, 
much missed President, Maj. Gen. Peter Baldwin CBE. 
 
Branch Donation 
Following the donation of €1,000 to a charity of the Bürger-
meister’s choice, a small delegation had accompanied the 
Bürgermeister to the Rudolph Deisel School, Königslutter, 
which had benefitted from the donation. A wonderful school 
for physically and mentally handicapped children, with  
impressive facilities and which was a very happy place.  
Riding for the Disabled was much loved by all of the  
children and was where our donation was spent. 
 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
The President, Maj. Gen. Tim Inshaw CB, addressed the 
meeting saying that he felt very humble as those present 
represented hundreds of years of service, he had never 
actually served in Langeleben, and that he was born in the 
same year that 2 Squadron, 1st Wireless Regiment was 
formed! He talked in glowing terms of the Branch, its web-
site, Listening Post, continued connection with Königslutter 

and the spirit and camaraderie that so obviously exists 
within the membership. He felt it a great privilege and  
honour to have been asked to be President. 
 
He then went on to deliver an update on the Army and the 
Corps. Currently the manning levels within the British Army 
are at its lowest since Cromwell. That said, there is  
considerably more importance now based on the roles of 
the Royal Corps of Signals and the Intelligence Corps. He 
felt that those two bodies together probably make up a 
higher percentage of manning within the Army than ever 
before. Both Corps are soon to be enhanced and better  
exploited within an Information Manoeuvre Command and 
are at last getting the profile and resources that they have 
always deserved. 
 
BÜRGERMEISTER’S ADDRESS 
The Bürgermeister, Herr Alexander Hoppe, thanked the 
Branch for the invitation to be present at the meeting and 
welcomed the Branch again to Königslutter. He made  
mention of the town’s twinned association with Taunton and 
emphasised that, despite the discussions and  
consequences of Brexit, this would not have any influence 
on the friendship with the town of Taunton or the  
Langeleben Branch. He went on that, in these times of  
dastardly terrorist attacks, the Langeleben Stone stands as 
a symbol of the unprecedented bonds of friendship between 
British soldiers and the inhabitants of Königslutter. He was 
very pleased that the Branch are now regular guests of the 
Schützenfest thus helping to uphold historic local traditions. 
He wished all a very happy stay in Königslutter and looked 
forward to welcoming us again in 2018. 
 
HORST FUNKE ADDRESS 
Herr Funcke again welcomed the Branch to Königslutter 
and presented the Chairman with a very impressive cup as 
a memento of the weekend. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer, John Rosson, presented the financial  
statements for 2016 and up to 27 June 2017. The current 
balance of the Branch stands at £3,894.29. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Secretary, Charlie Charlesworth, reported that since 
the last Annual General Meeting six new members had 
joined the Branch bringing the total of active and honorary 
members to 459.  He then went on to thank: 
 
Tom Perkin for maintaining and updating the Branch web-
site. 
Marlene Brooks for preparing, editing and distributing the 
Listening Post. 
John Richardson for all of the local arrangements that need 
to be made in Germany to enable the weekend runs  
seamlessly. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary had all indicated a 
willingness to continue to serve in those posts. John Evans 
proposed, and was seconded by Stuart Macleod that they 
should all continue for a further year. The vote was  
unanimous. 
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Continued from page 2 
 
25th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE TIES 
100 high quality, 100% silk, hand-made, 25th Anniversary 
Commemorative ties, designed by Robin Seaward, had 
been produced for sale to the membership at £20.00 each 
and were on sale after the meeting. These to be sold during 
the course of the year and again at the 2018 meeting, stock 
allowing. 
 
25th ANNIVERSARY LELM PROPOSAL 
Herr Heini Feddeck proposed that during the course of the 
2018 weekend a function be held in the Lelm Sports Club. 
The Chairman thanked Herr Feddeck for this opportunity 
and reported that it would be considered by the Committee 
when making arrangements for the 2018 Reunion.. 
 
WEEKEND ARRANGEMENTS 
Our “Man in Germany”, John Richardson, gave details and 
timings for the activities taking place over the weekend. 
 
2018 25TH ANNIVERSARY ARRANGEMENTS 
The Chairman, Rod Goddard, asked the meeting for  
suggestions for the 25th Anniversary weekend. Dennis Weir 
suggested, and was seconded by Farmer Vaughn, that the 
Saturday celebrations take exactly the same format as in 
2009. This suggestion was accepted by majority vote. 
 
There had been a suggestion, by John Richardson, that the 
Schützenfest theme for 2018 could be “British” but, if this 
was the case, the Branch would need to embrace the event. 
This was unanimously agreed by the meeting. 
 
The suggestion for a formal dinner on the Sunday evening 
was proposed but was not carried. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Dennis Weir proposed that, in this day of social media, the 
Branch should have its own Facebook page set up as a 
closed group. Chris Jones had been willing to set this up 
and the suggestion was accepted by majority vote. 
 
DONATION 
Frau Ilona Hawxwell addressed the meeting and, having 
been the beneficiary of a will, had donated part of the  
proceeds ( €500) to the Branch. This was greeted by a very 
grateful round of applause. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 1200 
hrs. 
 

Frank Mitchell Memorial Stein 
The Langeleben Reunion Association, as we all now know it, 
exists amongst the present membership covering so many 
memories, events, friendships made and lost and the  
indomitable bonds of comradeship, but mainly founded by 
one single Spec Op namely Signalman Frank Mitchell.  
 
His time at Langeleben served not only to impress upon him 
the value of the work done at the height of the cold war but 
inspired him to help create the idea of an association which 
would grow amongst those who had been part of the history 
of such a name "Langeleben" which literally translated 
means "long life"  
 
Perhaps it is time to give a thought and consider my  
suggestion of producing a memento which would perpetuate 
his memory by a trophy in the form of an engraved drinking 
Stein and called the Frank Mitchell memorial cup.  
The Stein would be present at each meeting of the  
association and put forward for auction (to help with  
association funds) to be passed to the highest bidder who 
would retain the trophy for one year and then repeat it's life 
at each successive meeting of the association.  
 
There are many manufacturers of such trophies in the UK. 
and in Germany and I am sure we could make enquiries of 
where, the size, and the cost of engraving a suitable agreed 
inscription. The Stein should be large enough to  
accommodate a litre of beer to be sampled amongst  
members.  
Peter Ellis.  

To mark the 25
th
 anniversary of the closing of Langeleben 

Camp in 2018, 100 high quality, 100% silk, hand-made 
Commemorative Ties have been produced for sale to the 
membership. The cost per tie is £20.00 and will be much 
sought after. 35 ties have already been sold at the 2017  
Reunion. If anyone wishes to purchase a tie then they 
need to contact the Secretary, Charlie Charlesworth, by e-
mail (charlie.charlesworth@btinternet.com) with their name 
and address. Charlie will then contact them with details of 
how to make payment. An additional charge for postage 
and packaging will be in the region of £3.50 UK, and £4.50 
for postage to the EU. Obviously, stock allowing, the ties 
will also be on sale at the reunion in 2018. 

Clive Inman 
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IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a  

volunteer buddy, please do let him know it 
has been received so we are aware you are 
well and are also happy to continue to re-

ceive it. 
Editor 

Marlene Brooks.   
167 Fold Croft, Harlow CM20 1SL 

Telephone : 01279 862960 
Or email to:  

langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 

Committee Members 
President:   Tim Inshaw 
Vice President:  Rodney Goddard 
Chairman:   Rodney Goddard 
Treasurer:   John Rosson 
Secretary:   Charlie and Jud 
Charlesworth 
Assistant Secretary (UK): Richard Pickup 
Assistant Secretary (DE): John Richardson 
Standard Bearer:   Robbie McCallum 

Another highly successful reunion has come and gone, in what seems like a flash.   
After months of planning and effort put in by our committee, it was gratifying to see so 
many members and their families present. From the feedback and as far as I can 
gather we all had a superb time. Thank you Charlie, Jud and John, it was an  
outstanding weekend. All members will be pleased to know that over our reunion 
weekend we managed to strengthen our branch funds by £1558.88. This total is  
broken down as follows, sale of neck ties - £814.81, raffle - £261.11, donation from 
John Rosson - £20.00 and a donation from Ilona Hawxwell - £462.96.  
Thank you to all those concerned. 
Rod Goddard 
Chairman 

 
 
It was a great honour to be 
the new standard bearer. I 
had great pride in leading 
the parade through the 
town. 
Robbie McCallum  


