
“To foster and keep alive the comrade spirit of all those who served at Langeleben.” 

The Listening Post 
The Newsletter of the Langeleben Reunion Association.   
Affiliated member of the Royal Signals Association  

Issue No: 33                        October   2018 

At the reunion our President Tim Inshaw gave the following address:: 

Before setting off for this year‟s 25th anniversary celebrations in Königslutter Am Elm, I mentioned to RHQ 
Royal Signals that we were expecting about 50 former serving soldiers from a disbanded sub unit to travel to 
Germany for a weekend of activities – and they couldn‟t quite believe it.  They told me that such a number far 
exceeded anything else from disbanded units in the Royal Signals, never mind sub units! 
 

So why is our reunion association so successful: so special?  After all, on the face of it Langeleben had little 
going for it.  In the early years, the accommodation was dreadful; there was never much entertainment in the 
camp; and it was miles from any large towns. But I guess its strength lay in the fact that there was only one 
small sub-unit in the area and it was focussed on a single, highly specialised and extremely important  
operation.  Crucially, for the majority of its existence, it was not about conducting sentry duties, running 
through the woods in NBC kit carrying heavy loads, or being embroiled in what can be the tedium of peace 
time soldiering in units which are waiting for their operations to begin. When Langy personnel were off duty 
they were pretty much left to their own devices and went down town to have some fun, having had a  
satisfying day‟s work, as opposed to going down town looking to relieve some frustration following a boring 
and unfulfilled day. 
 

All this led to the bizarre situation, especially in the 50s and 60s, in which those who had never served in 
Langy thought that it was a good place to send people as a punishment posting; and those who were running 
Langy knew that to keep people in line, all they had to do was threaten to post them away from Langy! 
 

Whatever the cause, it is simply a fact that time served in 
Langy seems to have engendered a spirit of comradeship 
and belonging that has endured, in some cases, for 60 years 
or more: quite remarkable.  Perhaps those who are building 
up our Cyber forces within the British Army now would do 
well to take note of the approach that was taken in  
Langeleben all those years ago. 

 
So maybe this goes some way to explain the amazing  

success of this reunion association.   

 

Continued on page 2 

By Clive Inman 
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Tim’s address continued from page 1… 
But this alone would not have been enough.  Nothing 
like this can begin, never mind endure, without the 
Herculean efforts of a number of people who have  
contributed so much over the years and I am sure that 
we thank them all most sincerely. I would like to  
highlight just three of our members for a special thank 
you on this wonderful anniversary.  Major General  
Peter Baldwin CBE was our President from the day the 
reunion association started until the day he died in 
2015.  He provided guidance, top level support and 
continuity for over 20 years and we are in his debt; but 
it was Frank Mitchell, a National Serviceman from the 
early sixties, who is the father of this reunion associa-
tion.  It was Frank‟s idea and his drive, enthusiasm, 
and initiative that got the whole thing off the ground 
and into a state such that others could carry it on. 
Frank passed away in 1999, but we are so grateful to 
him for all the comradeship and for all the fun that hun-
dreds of Langeleben veterans have had over the last 
25 years.  Finally, I would like to mention John 
Richardson for a special thank you. As the Assistant 
Secretary in Germany for 5 years he has shouldered 
one of the largest burdens on the committee.  He has 
played the pivotal role in organising and running this 
year‟s celebrations and was also deeply involved in the 
2009 Laying of the Stone and the closing down cere-
mony in 1992.In short, John has put his heart and soul 
into this venture and we cannot thank him enough for 
his enormous contribution.  (The President then  
presented John with a gift as a token of our gratitude 
and as a token of the considerable respect in which he 
is held.) 
 

Life in Langeleben would not have been so enjoyable 
had it not been for the friendship (and tolerance!) of the 
people of Königslutter Am Elm.  Marriages and  
friendships endure to this day and we hope that this 
will continue for many years.  (The President thanked 
the Bürgermeister, on behalf of the people of  
Königslutter Am Elm for „looking after our soldiers‟ and 
for the wonderful support that the town continues to 
give the reunion association.  And we presented the 
Stadt with a framed aerial photograph of Langeleben 
Camp to be displayed somewhere in the Rathaus). 
 

What of the future?  Well the only thing that can be 
said with absolute certainty is that our future is limited!  
No one was permanently based in Langeleben after 
1985.  So, if your first posting was to Langeleben and 
you completed a two year tour just before it effectively 
closed in 1985, you will be about 53 now.  Hence, in 
theory, we could have another 25 years to go (!)  More 
realistically, another 10 years is certainly on the cards 
– possibly 15, if that is what we want to do.  But I 
sense that the younger members will need to drum 
up support amongst their contemporaries if that is 
to become a reality.  All I would say is that if any  

reunion association is capable of achieving such a 
feat, then it is this reunion association that can do it 
and I challenge you to do so, because you are so  
Special. We finished by drinking to „The Past, The  
Present and the Future!‟ 
 

Bürgermeister’s response to General 
Tims speech and presentation 
Following General Tim‟s presentation to the 
Bürgermeister, Alexander Hoppe responded by 
welcoming the Association once again to Langeleben 
for the special occasion of its 25th anniversary. He 
gave a review of the significance of the camp and its 
inhabitants on the town of Königslutter am Elm and 
made mention of the comradeship of all those who had 
served. This had culminated in the formation of the 
Langeleben Reunion Association and the siting of the 
Commemorative Stone, which stands as a reminder of 
the unparelled bond of friendship between the British 
soldiers from Langeleben and the citizens of 
Königslutter am Elm. He thanked all those who had 
contributed to the founding and running of the 
Association over the 25 years and to members of the 
Association who maintain the close bonds between the 
town and Langeleben. He was pleased to be part of 
the 25th anniversary celebrations and felt sure that all 
of those present would make great efforts to boost the 
sales of beer at the Schützenfest. He wished everyone 
a pleasant stay with many happy memories of 
Königslutter. 
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Langeleben Reunion 2018 
By Ted Roberts 

The 25th Langeleben Reunion was held in Königslutter 
am Elm, Germany from 24 to 26 August 2018. Although 
strictly a branch of the Royal Signals Association,  
Langeleben was always home to a varied group of  
Intelligence Corps analysts and linguists who  
participated in, and supported, the operations of the 
former unit. This being the 25th reunion, something  
special was required, meaning that the usual format of 
the weekend was changed to accommodate a formal 
parade on the Saturday morning. 
 
Attending the weekend‟s  celebrations were some 54 
former Royal Signals, Int Corps, ACC and REME per-
sonnel, with their wives, partners, children and others 
making a grand total of 80. As has become usual, the 
reunion coincided with the local Schützenfest. 
As there was the parade on the Saturday, the AGM 
was scheduled for late Friday afternoon, with the es-
sential business being conduction fairly rapidly. Good 
attendance was ensured by the necessity of paying for 
the Schützenfest tickets and buffet lunch that was to 
follow the parade. Later in the evening, people made 
their way into the town centre to watch the opening 
ceremony of the Schützenfest in the market place. This 
was suitably dramatic, with flaming torches and beating 
drums as the sun went down. The two firemen on their 
turntable ladder above the crowds caused some con-
sternation, when burning embers from their torches 
started to fall onto those below, fortunately to no ill ef-
fect. Your scribe enjoyed a pizza and beer in a restau-
rant that used to be the local Volksbank, back in the 
day. 
 
In 2009, a memorial stone had been dedicated in the 
woodland car park near the old Langeleben camp. This 
was to remember those who had served from 1951 to 
1992 and to act as a permanent reminder of the close 
cooperation between the British Army and the local  
inhabitants of the area, especially those living in 
Königslutter am Elm. For the 25th anniversary of the 
branch, it was decided to re-dedicate the stone and to 
that end, a parade was organised by our ever-efficient 
Assistant Secretary, John Richardson (Int Corps), who 
just happens to live in the area. 
 
It was for this parade that I had been asked 
(volunteered?) to bring an Int Corps flag to join the R 
Sigs and British Legion standards. In 2009, the Corps 
had supplied a large flag and I succeeded in procuring 
this again from HQ Int Corps, somewhat against my 
better wishes, as it is a struggle to carry if the  
conditions are at all windy. Fortunately, on the day 
there was only a light breeze, so I stayed firmly  
anchored to the ground. 
 
The marching contingent, with standards, led by the 

excellent local volunteer fire brigade band, departed 
from the main gate of the old Langeleben camp and 
arrived at the car park in good order to join friends,  
relatives and a sizeable turnout of local Germans. 
Hymns were sung, prayers said and a roll of those 
comrades no longer with us read out. The Rev James 
Croft OSB, the Royal British Legion District of Germany 
chaplain, gave a short and apposite address before the 
ceremony closed with the singing of both nation‟s  
national anthems. Overall, an affecting and memorable 
occasion. There was plenty of time for photographs  
afterwards, before returning to the hotel in town. 
At the buffet lunch, the Bürgermeister of Königslutter 

am Elm, Herr Alexander Hoppe, and other dignitaries 

were hosted by Maj.Gen. Tim Inshaw CB,  Association 

President, together with the organising committee. Beer 

was drunk, speeches and presentations made and 

toasts to the continued success of the branch           

proposed. Tim Inshaw spoke of the remarkable        

success of the branch within the context of the Royal 

Signals Association and the fact that over 450       

members were on the books was testimony to the    

camaraderie and loyalty that a posting to Langeleben           

engendered. 

Saturday evening saw the members gathering in the 
Schützenfest tent for a meal and beer, followed by   
music and dancing to the strains of an extremely enter-
taining band in the best of German traditions. Robbie   
Seaword gave a speech of thanks in German which 
went down extremely well and the festivities continued 
into the early hours. 
 
Sunday morning allowed a slow start before it was time 
to meet up again in the afternoon outside the Kaiser-
dom for the Schützenfest procession. This involves a 
march of about four kilometres through the winding 
streets of the town, cheered on by crowds of specta-
tors. The first part is downhill into the town square, 
where there is a break for speeches, before the longer 
part of the route. One interesting aspect is that there is 
always a band at the front and one at the rear of the 
column, not necessarily beating the same time. Keep-
ing in step can be challenging at times. All made it 
safely to the end at the beer tent, where much needed 
refreshment was taken and the standards, including the 
Int Corps flag, „parked up‟ together. 
 
The day concluded with an informal buffet supper at the 
hotel, where those present could reflect on an enjoy-
able weekend. 
 
Reunions normally alternate between Loughborough 

and Germany and there is usually a good contingent of 

former Int Corps members. For anyone who served at 

Langeleben and is not aware of the Reunion Branch, 

the website can be found at www.langeleben.co.uk. 
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Looking back...and forward 
December 1957 the date when I first arrived at  
Langeleben,  nearly sixty-one years later in August 
2018  I attended my 12th biannual German reunion, 
during that time I had visited Königslutter privately  on 
two occasions, the first in1960 for the wedding of  
member and long-time army pal Jim Hayes to Dagmar 
Deutschmann, (a local Königslutter beauty) to act as 
Jim's best man, the second time in1989 when just 
passing through before joining a Rhine cruise.  
   
I am so sad that I have no plans to return to a place 
that I call my second home, where I have many long 
lasting German friendships and so many happy times, 
it is a place that shall forever be in my heart and live 
long in my memory.  I know that one should never say 
never and changes of circumstances can occur, but 
advancing age and perhaps basic economics come to 
the fore. 
 
This year' s reunion celebrating 25 years of an  
association that some thought would never last comes 
second in my memory as the most memorable, but only 
just, the most memorable for me being the  inaugura-
tion of our monument in 2009 which was unforgettable 
and so emotional. 
 
After 14 years as serving as secretary of the branch it 
is so rewarding to find that the new committee has 
moulded in such a way as to make the changeover in 
2013 seamless and to carry on our legacy with their 
fresh ideas and perhaps more youthful vigour, long 
may they reign. 
 
I will of course look forward to attending our UK  
reunions in the future and of those continuing to be as 
successful as in the past to ensure many more years of 
comradeship and shared memories. 
Ernie Callaghan. 

 

25th Anniversary Celebrations 
Your committee would like to express their sincere 
gratitude to those members, families and friends who 
made the long journey across to Königslutter.   We 
should also consider those members, who for reasons 
beyond their control were unable to attend this year„s 
festivities for what was a fabulous weekend to  
celebrate 41 years of Langeleben Camp, 25 years of 
the Langeleben Association and the rededication  
service of our Commemorative Stone.  It was  
especially rewarding to see how fully our members, 
their guests and our friends in Königslutter am Elm  
embrace the true meaning of our Association. This was 
a truly memorable weekend. 
 
In view of the fact that it was through their hard work 
and attention to detail so that the reunion weekend ran 
so smoothly; I know that you would like to join me in 
thanking Charlie and Jud our secretarial team and John 
Richardson our man in Germany.  
 
VP/Chairman 
Rod Goddard 

GDPR – URGENT! 
 
Final reminder  
 
if you have not given your permission for the  
Association to hold your personal data for the  
purpose of communicating with you, you should do 
so NOW.  If you haven‟t done so we will be unable to 
hold your personal information going forward.  
 
If this is you, please send either a letter or e-mail 
to your secretary to the effect that “you are  
willing for the Langeleben Reunion Association 
to hold your data to enable the Association to 
communicate with you”. 
  
Letters should be sent to: 
Mr DL Charlesworth 
42 Hollins Lane 
Hampsthwaite 
Harrogate 
HG3 2EG 
  
E-mails to: charlie.charlesworth@btinternet.com 
 
Date for your diary! 
 
The 2019 Langeleben Reunion will be on 6-7 
September at Quorn Grange Hotel, Quorn, 
Leicestershire, LE12 8DB   
 
www.quorngrangehotel.co.uk  

Ernie (centre) enjoying a drink in the sun with 
friends 



The Listening Post   October 2018  No. 33 Page 5 

 

MINUTES OF THE 25th ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING ON  
24th AUGUST 2018 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The meeting, attended by 54 members, honorary 
members and German guests, was opened at 1700 
hrs by the Chairman, Rod Goddard. He welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and introduced himself and 
the Committee: 

President: Gen Tim Inshaw CB 
Chairman: Rod Goddard MBE 
Treasurer: John Rosson (absent from the 

meeting) 
Secretary: Charlie and Jud Charlesworth 
“Our Man in Germany”: John Richardson 

APOLOGIES 
The Chairman read out apologies from those who had 
been unable to attend the reunion: Clive Sanders, 
Keith Middleton, Mike Miller, Harvey Grainger, Jim 
Hardy, Bob Wells, Mick Sposito, Dave Street, Peter 
Ellis, Rusty Rosson and Tom Perkin. 
 
MINUTES OF THE 24th ANNUAL  
GENERAL MEETING 
The Chairman presented the minutes of the 24th An-
nual General Meeting to the meeting. Ted Roberts 
proposed and Robin Seaward seconded, that the 
minutes were a true reflection of proceedings at that 
meeting. 
 
MATTERS ARISING 
Three Langeleben Facebook pages are currently in 
operation and it was thought that three was perhaps 
confusing. After discussion it was agreed that the As-
sociation would be unable to close down other Face-
book pages even if it wanted to and that things should 
stay as they were. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
In the absence of the Treasurer, John Rosson, the 
Secretary, Charlie Charlesworth presented the finan-
cial statements for 2017. The opening balance had 
been £3,973.71 and the closing balance stood at 
£5,704.96. The financial transactions up to 8 August 
2018 were also presented, with the balance standing 
at £5,484.37. See footnote 1. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The Secretary, Charlie Charlesworth reported that in 
the year 2017 and to date eight members of the Asso-
ciation had passed away: Bill Hogg, George Crellan, 
Derek Fowler, Chris Sinnett, Tom Daly, Robbie 
Burns, Steven Haynes, and Taff Smith. Respects to 
these fallen comrades was not carried out during the 
meeting in the usual fashion, as they would be re-

membered during the course of the Memorial Stone 
Re‑dedication Ceremony taking place the following 
day.  He reported that the Association had gained five 
new members: Gary Melding (attending), Peter 
Thompson, Bill Owens, Ron Stephen (attending), and 
Paul Cullum. Those in attendance were formally wel-
comed. It was reported that current membership 
stood at 449 members. 
 
To comply with the new General Data Protection 
Regulations or GDPR all of the membership had been 
contacted: 390 e-mails and 142 letters, asking people 
to return a form give their consent for the Reunion 
Association to hold their personal data. The response 
had been a relatively disappointing 39% of the mem-
bership. The Secretary urged those present who had 
not yet responded to the GDPR request to do so at 
the end of the meeting. He also stressed that, for 
those who had not responded with their consent to 
hold their data, their details would need to be deleted 
from the database and would result in the Association 
being unable to contact them personally, and unable 
to forward to them the Listening Post. 
The Secretary then went on to thank: 

 The anonymous donor (present at the 
meeting) of the commemorative ties for 
his generosity as a result of which 
£1,229.81 had been raised thus far. 

 Tom Perkin for his continued running of 
the website. 

 Marlene Brooks for producing and edit-
ing the Listening Post at least three 
times a year. He also informed those 
present that if anyone had a problem 
with the Members Forum they should 
contact Marlene. 

 John Richardson for all that he does on 
behalf of the membership to enable the 
smooth running of the reunions in Ger-
many. 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The Chairman, and Secretary had indicated a willing-
ness to continue to serve in those posts and, as there 
were no new nominations for either post, the proposal 
that they should continue for a further year was car-
ried. 
 
The Treasurer, through the Chairman, had indicated 
his desire to hand over the role but would continue if 
no volunteer was forthcoming. When no-one from 
those present expressed a desire to volunteer Gen 
Tim asked the membership to think seriously about 
this vital role and put themselves forward at a later 
date. 
 

Continued on page 6 
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AGM Minutes continued... 
 

2018 25TH ANNIVERSARY ARRANGEMENTS 
“Our Man in Germany” John Richardson gave compre-
hensive details of all the timings and logistics for the 
weekend. Bob Weeks volunteered to carry the  
Königslutter Standard on the parade for the Memorial 
Stone Rededication Ceremony, and Robin Seaward 
accepted the suggestion, by Dennis Weir, that he give 
a short speech, on behalf of the Reunion Association, 
at the Schützenfest the following evening. 
 
HORST FUNKE ADDRESS 
Herr Horst Funke again welcomed the Reunion  
Association to Königslutter and presented the  
President with a very nice coloured glass Königslutter 
crest as a memento of the weekend. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Mrs Ilona Hawxwell highlighted that some of the  
membership were not as computer literate as others 
and asked that, if anything was posted to the Reunion 
Facebook page it also be posted onto the Langeleben 
website. She also requested that people consider how 
they communicate and suggested that any  
attachments be sent as PDF files and not Word or  
Excel. 
 
Jud Charlesworth reported that it had become  
apparent that the families of deceased members really 
appreciated the presence of the Langeleben Standard 
and/or Coffin Drape at their funerals. She proposed 
that the Standard and/or Coffin Drape be made  
available to the families of all deceased members 
should they so desire. After some debate the proposal 
was accepted unanimously in principle, however the 
practicalities of insurance, shipping and payment and 
an appropriate standard bearer to carry the standard 
properly would still have to be ironed out before this 
could be properly put into action. 
 
On behalf of the membership Mr Ken Vipond extended 
a vote of thanks to Mrs Ilona Hawxwell and Mrs 
Hicken for their commitment to keeping the Memorial 
Stone clean and in good order. 
 
The Chairman announced that the 26th Reunion 
would take place from 23 - 24 August 2019 at Burleigh 
Court, Loughborough (the same weekend as the 
Schützenfest in Langeleben). He suggested that some 
entertainment for the Saturday might be appropriate 
and paid for from Association Funds. The membership 
agreed. See footnote 2.  
 
Footnotes 
1. Following the 25th reunion celebrations and  
payments of local expenses the balance stands at 
£3,982.70. 

2.   As the proposed 2019 reunion dates clashed with 
that of the Langeleben Schützenfest (and some  
members would like to attend both) the Committee 
has made the decision to move the 2019 Reunion UK 
date. This had resulted in the Burleigh Court venue 
becoming too expensive and a new venue had to be 
sought. See ‘Date For Your Diary’ page 4 for update 
 

IMPORTANT 
If you received this newsletter from a volunteer buddy, 
please do let him know it has been received and 
whether you still want a copy.  Please do keep your 
memories coming in. 
Editor 
Marlene Brooks.  (Langeleben 1969 — 1970) 
167 Fold Croft, Harlow CM20 1SL 
Telephone : 01279 862960 
Or email to:  
langelebennews@yahoo.co.uk  
Telephone: 01279 862960 


